MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
conquest of the North Pole. His plan was to press for-
ward with sledges from the inhabited regions round
Smith Sound to the northernmost part of the mainland.
On his preliminary expeditions he explored North
Greenland, and the journey he made with the Norwegian
Astrup across the inland ice of Greenland to the great
ice-free Peary Land was among the best-known of his
enterprises. Through these journeys he exploded the
theory, hitherto firmly held, that Greenland extended all
the way to the North Pole. Peary's great significance in
polar exploration lies in the fact that he not only learned
the art of dog-sledging from the Eskimos, but co-oper-
ated with these people to a great extent, and indeed
brought their technique to perfection. He made a
strenuous effort in 1906; and in 1909, after twenty-three
years5 work in the Arctic, he reached the longed-for goal.
On April 6th he was able to set foot at the Pole which, as
had been expected, proved to be located in the middle of
an ice-filled sea.
By his journeys in northern Greenland, Peary had
confirmed Nansen in showing the practicability of the
inland ice as a thoroughfare, and from his time right up
to our own day numerous expeditions have crossed it.
During these years, Arctic exploration was, generally
speaking, concentrated round Greenland, and one may
perhaps mention the "Danish period' which followed
upon the Swedish. In the years up to 1913, the whole of
the east coast was explored, and we can here note such
men as Holm, Ryder, Amdrup, J. P. Koch, and Ejnar
Mikkelsen. After that, under the leadership of Knud
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